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Stanton has sometimes brought forward singular papers
relating to conspiracies, and dark and murderous designs
in which he had evident faith, and Holt has assured him
in his suspicions.

I am glad that the President does not consider him in-
fallible, and that he is guarded against the worst traits;
the others will develop themselves, if they have not
already.

I stated to the President that I would not advise a
military, naval, or mixed commission to try Semmes for
treason or piracy, for the civil tribunals had cognizance of
those offenses. But if he had violated the laws of war for
which he could not be arraigned in court, there was per-
haps a necessity that we should act through a commission.
He realized the distinction and the propriety of acting and
wished me to bring the subject before the full Cabinet.

One of my troubles in the matter of the charges and
specifications has been to limit our action to violations of
the law of war. The lawyers who have it in charge, espe-
cially Colonel Bolles, are for embracing a wider range. He
wishes to figure in the case.

Senator Dixon gave me to-day a slip from the New
Haven Courier, written by Babcock, the Collector, taking
issue with Deming in his late speech. Babcock sustains the
policy of the President, and his article is very creditable.
Dixon wished me to write him and says McCulloch will do
so. I wish some of our more reliable friends would have the
sagacity and determination to do this subject justice.

February 2, Friday. I think the President, though calm
and reticent, exhibits indications of not being fully satis-
fied in some respects with the conduct and course of some
in whom he has confided; yet he carefully abstains from
remarks respecting persons. There can be no doubt that
Stanton has given certain of the leading Radicals to under-
stand that his views correspond with theirs, but I do not
know that the President is fully aware of that fact. Sew-